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are fictional. Any similarities | 
No portion of this 





THIS ONE, FOR 
EXAMPLE: WHAT DOES 
IT REPRESENT? 


IF IT KEEPS RAINNG, 
THE SHOGUN WILL HAVE TO 
POSTPONE HIS NUPTIALS. 


HMM... WELL IF YOU А PRINCESS... 
INSIST, THAT'S THE I LIKE IT ALREADY. 
MASK OF PRINCESS EE WAS SHE BEAUTIFUL? 


WHAT А DRAG. THIS RAIN ISN'T 
STOPPING ANYTIME SOON. AND 
WE'RE ALMOST OUT OF SAKE. 


*SIGH* TD 
RATHER NOT ТНМК 
ABOUT THAT. 


WHAT WE NEED 
TO PASS THE TIME 
IS A GOOD ANCIENT 
TALE. SURELY YOU 

MUST HAVE ONE, WITH 
ALL THOSE MASKS. 


|| THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS 
OF GEISHAS JEALOUS/ 


“ALL THE 
ΜΕΝ COURTED 
HER, BUT SHE WAS 
CONVINCED THEY | 
МЕСЕ ONLY AFTER 
HER FATHER'S 








FATHER WAS, ΤΗΕ YOUNG WOMAN DECIDED SHE 
WOULD AGREE TO MARRY ON ONE CONDITION... 


^. &HE WOULD ONLY 
MARRY А MAN WHOSE 
FACE EXPRESSED 
SINCERITY, KINDNESS, 
ALTRUISM AND 
THE NOBLEST 
|| OFVRTUES. 


7 N 9 > 
Ў A} 
ШАЙ 


“ONE DAY, THOUGH, SEEING HOW WORRIED HER 













"THE TENGU AGREED, 
50 THAT THE FOREST 
WOULD BE FREE OF 

THAT VILE BANDIT. 












“UNFORTUNATELY, 
THOSE WORDS 
REACHED THE EARS 
OF A THIEF WHO 
WAS LURKING IN A 
NEARBY FOREST. 


"KOTARO THE BANDIT 
WAS HARDLY KNOWN 
FOR HIS BEAUTY. AS 
FOR VIRTUES, HE DIDN'T 
FOSSESS A SINGLE 
ONE. BUT, HE WAS 
CLEVER - А VERY 
CLEVER CROOK. 


E де 












ES 


EL И 





"KOTARO ASKED 
THE FOREST TENGU ТО 
MAKE HIM À MASK CAPABLE 
OF WINNING OVER PRINCESS 
KIME. IN EXCHANGE, ONCE 
НЕ WAS RICH AND MARRIED, 
HE WOULD STOP HIS RAIDS 
INTO THE FOREST. 





"WHEN PRINCESS KIME SAW KOTARO'S FACE, 
ӨНЕ FELL MADLY IN LOVE WITH HIM AT ONCE. 
FOR FEAR OF BEING CAUGHT, THE BANDIT 
NEVER AGAIN REMOVED HIS MASK. 


















"AFTER THE NUPTIALS, HE 
EVEN BEGAN EMBODYING ALL 
ΤΗΕ VIETUES ΕΧΡΕΕΘΘΕΡ ВУ 
HIS MASK, ANP OVER TIME, 
THE BANPIT'S PERSONALITY 
CHANGED. 






































"KOTARO BECAME A GOOD MAN 
AND STARTED TO FEEL GENUINE 
| LOVE FOR KIME. BUT HIS LOVE “FOR NEVER WOULD 
WAS ALSO CRUEL TORTURE. КОТАКО FEEL ΚΙΜΕ΄6' 
GENTLE CARESS ON 
HIS CHEEK. NEVER 
WOULD HER LIPS 
EVER BRUSH UP 
AGAINST HIS. 





























ООН... KAIDA CANNOT 
LET FUDO-SAMA CARRY 
ON. THE MASTER OF 
THE DOKUTSU DOJO 
CANNOT KILL THE 
SHOGUN; THAT WOULD 
RUN THE CEREMONY. 


Lë 
| ч THEY WILL ALL BURN IN 


MY FLAMES/ THEY MUST PAY 
FOR WHAT THEY DID TO MIKIKO/ 


FUDO-SAMA TALKS 
OF FLAMES, BUT 
STILL USES 
THE WORDS OF 
SHIN-CHAN. 






















"HE WAS CAUGHT 
IN THE TRAP OF 
HIS OWN MASK.” 


IWAS 
REALLY HOPING YOU 
WOULDN'T SHOW UP. 









THERE MUST BE GREAT 
CONCERN BEHIND THAT 
POUTY LITTLE FACE... 





YOU ARE THE ONLY ONE THAT 
CAUSES TROUBLE/ YOU HAVE 
ALWAYS TREATED EVERYONE 
LIKE PUPPETS IN YOUR 
CRYPTIC BUNRAKU/ 


FUDO'S FLAMES 
BURN BRIGHT, 


UT TA IF SHNNOSUKE WERE SO 

BUT EE à CONVINCED THAT ONLY REVENGE NOW 

TO SPREAD. DWELLED IN HIS HEART... HE WOULD HAVE 
KILLED KADA À LONG TIME AGO... 


МОВО FUDO'S HEART НАР 
BEEN REDUCED ТО EMBERS, 
BUT THOUGH HE REFUSES 

TO ADMIT IT, SOMETHING 
STILL BEATS IN HIS CHEST. 


A TINY PULSE, WHICH - МО 
MATTER HOW EXCRUCIATING - 
STILL CONNECTED HIS SOUL 
TO KAIDA'S. 


THE MEMORY OF À NOT TOO 
DISTANT PAST WHEN THEY FOUGHT 
ΤΗΕ EMPEROR'S SHINOBI TOGETHER 

AND WHEN THE HOPE OF FINDING 

MIKIKO, THOUGH SMALL... WAS 

A BRIGHTLY BURNING TORCH. 





THE VILLAGE OF SUNAGO, АТ THE HEIGHT OF 
ΤΗΕ TERRIBLE SCOURGE THAT RECENTLY WIPED 
OUT THE MOST MODEST SOCIAL CLASSES AND 
DEVASTATED THE ECONOMY OF MANY FIEFDOMS. 


STOP- DONT 
DRINK THAT WATER. 
TAKE MNE. 


MASTER, THERE IS NOT MUCH 
WE CAN DO FOR THIS VILLAGE. 
CAN YOU NOT SEE THAT THE 
CRIMSON PLAGUE HAS ALREADY 
CONTAMINATED THEM ALL? 


WHAT DO YOU THE... THE CRIMSON PLAGUE IS A SCOURGE 
MEAN, OLD MAN? THE KAMI UNLEASHED ON US. THEY ARE MAKING 
em US PAY FOR THE SHOGUN'S TREACHEROUS 
IMPRISONMENT OF THE EMPEROR. 


THE КАМ... THE KAMI 1 a тү 
ARE OFFENDED. j А 


ji c ДР 
RUN...AND THANK THE GODS [FMI 

THAT THIS EVIL HAS NOT YET — 

ἈΠ4 STRUCK YOU DOWN. 1 








WHILE WALKING UPSTREAM ALONG THE INFECTED RIVER, 
NOBODY IS BEING HELD WE ENCOUNTERED OTHER VILLAGES STRUCK BY THIS PLAGUE. 

САРТМЕ, OLD MAN. THOSE WHO IF YOU HELP US FIND WHO DID THIS, ΤΗΕ SHOGUN WILL PROTECT 

POISONED YOUR MATERS ARE - YOUR VILLAGE AND THE EMPEROR WILL BLESS YOUR CROPS. 


JUST MEN CONSPIRING 
AGAINST THE SHOGUN. 


I WANT TO BELIEVE 
YOU, STRANGER. AS 
YOU CAN SEE, 1 HAVE 
NOTHING TO LOSE. 


WHY DID YOU LE MASTER? 
THE ЕМРЕКОК 5 SHINOBI 
POISONED THAT WATER. 


THE DOKUTSU 
DOJO ACTS IN 
THE SHADOWS. 


THE SOURCE IS UP THERE, IN A CAVE 
ON MOUNT GOKU. BUT IT IS INFESTED 
WITH ANCIENT DEMONS. YOU WON'T 
MAKE IT OUT ALNE. 


KUROBOZU, 

1 TOLD THAT 
OLD MAN WHAT HE 
WANTED TO HEAR. 
HE WOULDN'T HAVE 

TALKED HAD HE 
KNOWN WE SERVE 
THE BAKUFU. 


ΑΗ! MASTER 
FUDO в RIGHT. 





SEVERAL YEARS НАР GONE BY г E 
SINCE THE DAY FUPO HAP BECOME S 


MASTER OF THE DOKUTSU DOJO, — SEVERAL YEARS SPENT 


THE NINJA CLAN SECRETLY FIGHTING THE EMPEROR'S 
SHINOBI, DURING WHICH 
MISSIONS BEGAN AND ENDED 
IN THE HORRIBLE STENCH OF 
DEATH EACH AND EVERY TIME. 


SERVING THE SHOGUN... 


WHAT... WHAT ARE 
THOSE THNGS? THEY 
LOOK LIKE THE STUFF 
OF ANCIENT LEGENDS/ 


KAIDA HAS HEARD OF 
THEM. WHITE COATS, 
SHARP CLAWS, AND А 
POWERFUL VENOM 
THAT FLOWS FROM 
THE TEETH OF THE 
ZUNA KAMI. 


BUT THIS WAS DIFFERENT. 
THE SMELL OF ROTTING HUMAN FLESH 
MINGLED WITH SOMETHING ELSE. 


А STENCH MASTER/ COME 
THEY НАР NEVER GUICKLY/ 
РЕКСЕМЕР BEFORE. " 


LOOKS LIKE THE SHINOBI 
FOUND A WAY TO CAPTURE 
THEM. AND THEN, USING THEIR 
DARK MIKKYO RITUALS, 
ALTERED THEIR VENOM TO 
POISON THE WATER AND SPREAD 
ΤΗΕ CRIMSON PLAGUE. 





AKAJITA/ 
WHAT ТНЕ--? 


GHSSSS! 
NINJAS... DOK.USSSU... 
NINJAS OF THE 
CURSED SHOGUN/ 
GHSSS. 


WE'RE NOT ALONE/ 
THEY WERE WAITING 
FOR US/ 


IT {8 SAID THAT THE 
WHISTLING SOUNDS OF d 
EVIL SHINOBI ARE ALWAYS > BUT THE NINJAS OF THE 
FOLLOWED ВУ RIVERS N DOKUTSU DOJO WERE ENDOWED 
OF BLOOD. WITH SUPERNATURAL STRENGTH, 
CULTIVATED FROM GRUELING 
TRAINING AND ANCIENT 
ESOTERIC PRACTICES. 


Nw 27 
AU 


sa 


THEY МЕСЕ THE SINGLE 
LINE OF DEFENSE AGAINST 
THE GAUNT WARRIORS OF 
ΤΗΕ IMMORTAL EMPEROR. 
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--AFTER 
RIPPING IT TO 
SHREDS/ 


THIS IS À GREAT HONOR 
FOR ME. GUMO OF THE 
SHINOBI WILL FEAST 
ON YOUR FLESH-- 


THE SHINOBI ARE GETTING SOFT, 
I THOUGHT IT > BUT THEIR PUTRID STENCH IS 
WOULD BE HARDER. ^ AS UNBEARABLE AS EVER. 
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SHNNOSUKE MUST ВЕ THRILLED. 
WHAT AN =A HE EVEN FOUND WHAT THE NOBU 


LET'S SEE WHAT 
YOU'VE GOT HERE, ка PRIESTESS WAS LOOKING FOR. 


GUMO OF 
THE SHINOBI. 


THE FACT THAT I FULFILL MY 
MOTHER'S WISHES DOES NOT MEAN 
IT BRINGS ME SATISFACTION, КАРА. |6 VITAL TO МЕ. UNTIL 2 PERSUADE 
THAT IS SOMETHING І НАУЕКТ HER ТО REVEAL IT TO ME, 1 WILL 
FELT IN À VERY LONG TIME. DO AS SHE SAYS. 


I CANT STAND ΤΗΕ 
STENCH ANY LONGER. 
LET'S FINISH HERE ND P 
GET BACK TO THE DOJO. ΝΗ 





FOR SOME TIME NOW, THE TACITURN EYES. 
OF THE DOKUTSU DOJO'S MONOLITHIC 
STATUES НАР BEEN SHINING WITH 
RENEWED ENERGY. BUT FUPO'S POWER 
WAS NOT THE ONLY ONE TO AWAKEN. 


МОВО КЮШКОТЕ, 
THE LAST PRIESTESS 
OF THE GOP 
HIRUKO, НАР PLANS. 
HER ABILITY TO 


HIRUKO NO КАМ... 
YOU ARE MY ONLY 
LORD. YOU SHALL SOON 
RECEIVE NEW BONES 
THANKS TO YOUR LAST 
AND HUMBLE SERVANT. 


NOTHING BUT 
VAGUE MEMORIES 
WILL REMAIN OF 
THE SHOGUN AND 
THE ЕМРЕКОК. 


MANIPULATE THE DARK 
FORCES REVEALED 
THAT HER MADNESS 

WAS ONLY À ҒАСАРЕ. 


MOTHER, YOU'RE TALKING 
TO YOURSELF AGAIN. YOUR 8 
MADNESS DOES NOT SEEM 

TO HAVE SUBSIDED. 


THE NINJAS, JUST LIKE 
THE SHINOBI, МЕСЕ UNAWARE 
OF ΤΗΕ IMMINENT ARRIVAL 
OF A MUTUAL ENEMY. 


KAIZEN ΜΟΚΕΒΙΤΟ DIDN'T BELIEVE 
ME EITHER, YET HERE HE IS, I CAN SEE НМ | 
CLEARLY. НЕ IS ADORNED WITH А LONG SCARLET 
STOLE THAT FLOWS FROM HIS THROAT. 


O SON, WHAT IS 
MADNESS BUT THE ABILITY 
ТО SEE BEYOND 
THE VISIBLE REALM? 








YOU'RE RAMBLING. DOCTOR KAIZEN 
MOREBITO IS ONE OF THE SHOGUN'S 
UNTOUCHABLES. IT'S IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
ME TO MEET WITH HIM, BUT 1 DOUBT 

THAT NEWS OF HIS RUMORED DEATH 

COULD BE KEPT HIDDEN FROM ME. 


PERHAPS THE MOMENT 
HAS YET TO COME, SON, 
BUT YOU WILL DO IT. 


THE SHOGUN FORCES ME TO KEEP 


YOU IN THE DOKUTSU DOJO, MOTHER. 


I ONLY AGREED TO YOUR REQUESTS 
IN THE HOPE THAT THESE AMULETS 
WOULD HELP EASE YOUR MADNESS. 


Оң, 1 KNOW WAY YOU 
TKEAT YOUR POOR MOTHER 
THIS WAY... I KNOW WHAT 
YOU WANT FROM ME... 


MEANWHILE, TELL 
ME... DID YOU 
FIND WHAT Т 
ASKED FOR? 


«+ SWEET LITTLE MIKIKO, 


LOST LITTLE FLOWER... 
ONLY 1 KNOW WHERE SHE 


8. 


BUT IF I TOLD 
YOU, IT WOULD 


Й ALL BE OVER. 
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THAT'S...THE EYE OF HIRUKO/ 
YES, THAT'S IT INDEED/ 


Г 
BUT І SEE NOW ТНАТ 
NOTHING HAS CHANGED. 


BE PATIENT, SHINNOSUKE, 
PATIENT LIKE 
THE IMMOVABLE FIRE... 





МОВО KIRUKOTE PRACTICED THE DARK ART 
OF THE ИККУО. THIS MADE HER A POTENTIAL 
IMPORTANT ASSET РОВ THE BAKUFU. 


ВИТ SHINNOSUKE WAS ONLY 
INTERESTED IN ONE THING: EXTRACTING 
FROM THAT WITCH'S LIPS THE SECRET 
OF MIKIKO'Z LOCATION. 


HE MAY HAVE BEEN THE LEADER 
OF THE DOKUTSU DOJO, BUT 
HIS MOTHER WAS ΤΗΕ ONE 
PULLING THE STRINGS. 


THAT NIGHT, SHINNOSUKE COULDNT SLEEP, 
EVEN AFTER KAIDA'5 BURNING PASSION. 


IT'S NOT YOUR | WHEN I ТООК IT IN MY HANDS, Т KNEW IT 
DOING, KADA... I WASN'T ONE OF THE USUAL AMULETS OR 


CAN'T STOP THINKING LICS SHE ASKS ΜΕ ТО BRIN . 
OF THAT STRANGE ЕН Ges и 


АКТРАСТ І GAVE 
МУ MOTHER. 
ТАМ SURE THAT THE EYE OF 
HIRUKO IS LINKED TO МККО. 


SOON, SHIN-CHAN WILL HAVE WHAT 
HE ASKS FOR. HE MUST ONLY MAKE 
SURE KAIDA IS THE ONE TO HANDLE IT. 


m 


"EI 
N 


WHAT 16 IT, SHIN-CHAN? 
KADA FEELS HOW TENSE AND 
NERVOUS YOUR BODY IS. 


MASTER FUDO MUST NOT 
WORRY. KAIDA IS HERE TO SERVE 
HIM. BUT NOBU HASN'T CAUGHT 
ON. SHE STILL TRUSTS KAIDA. 


SHE KNOWS 
EXACTLY WHAT 
SHE MUST DO. 





AWAKE FROM YOUR SECULAR 
ТОКРОК AND HELP ME SEE. YOUR 
SILENCE IS AS LOUD AS A THOUSAND. Т 
LASHES OF THE WHIP ON MY CHEST. | 


HIRUKO КО KAMI... 
NOBU KIRUKOTE 
IS YOUR SERVANT. 


— _ 


0,0 - 


κά 


E 


OPEN UP THE HOLY 
CASE, 1 BEG OF YOU. 


GOOD THING THE SHOGUN 
ONLY EVER SAW THE FACE 
OF HIS BRIDE IN PORTRAITS. 
WHO KNOWS ІР SHE WILL EVER 
RECOVER HER BEAUTY? 


I NEED A SIGN 
THAT REVEALS ΤΗΕ 
TRUTH ТО ΜΕ. 
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OUR BELOVED SHOGUN TOTEKU FUJIWARA-SAMA 
IS PLANNING HIS NUPTIALS WITH YOUR DAUGHTER 
BECAUSE HE AGREES WITH THE POLICY OF 
THE TORIYAMA CLAN IN FAVOR OF THE HINNS. 
HE WILL NOT ALLOW THE CRIMSON PLAGUE 


|6 THAT ALL THAT TROUBLES κ 
YOU, KAIZEN MOREBITO-SAN? TO TAKE YOUNG AKEMI'S LIFE. 


NOBODY HAS SURVIVED THE = я 
CRIMSON PLAGUE AND ALL Ë | | — е 
YOU THNK ABOUT I6 MY : FORGNE МЕ, NOBLE ? Е ү 
DAUGHTER'S APPEARANCE? ll ARINORI TORIYAMA, N 

BU My WORDS WERE OUT ШЕ 
ША OF LNE, BUT r eec (| 
1 GOOD NEWS. 





HE WILL SOON VISIT THE IMMORTAL 
ЕМРЕКОК JINMU NO KAMI IN PERSON TO 
INTERCEDE BEFORE НМ. 


I HOPE 50, NOBLE KAIZEN, 
AND NOT JUST FOR MY 
DAUGHTER'S SAKE. 






THE MERGING OF THE FUJIWARAS AND THE 
TORIYAMAS WILL BE A SYMBOL OF FREEDOM AND 
EQUALITY BETWEEN THE VARIOUS CLANS. IT IS THE LORD HIRUKO, WHAT ARE YOU 

ONLY WAY WE WILL BE ABLE TO MAINTAIN PEACE. SHOWING МЕ? 1 ΑΜ ANXIOUS TO DISCOVER 
ТНЕ FUTURE OF YOUR PRIESTESS... 







СОМЕ, MY DEAR. GET АКЕМ! READY - à d › DON'T CALL ME THAT. YOU MUST 
FOR НЕК COMPRESSES. THEY WILL x NO LONGER CONSIDER YOURSELF 
BRING RELIEF TO HER ACHING WOUNDS. 3 ( | À HININ. YOU ARE МУ GUEST. 
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FORGIVE МЕ, d 1 CANNOT BELIEVE THAT IT 
NOBLE ARINORI, WAS AT THE REQUEST OF 
IT'S JUST THAT... К d ΤΗΕ SHOGUN HIMSELF THAT 
YOU HAVE ALWAYS NOBLE KAIZEN MOREBITO 
BEEN SO KIND. ENTRUSTED ME TO YOU. 


"THE LAST PRIESTESS 
OF HIRUKO WILL ВЕ THE 
LIBERATOR. SHE WILL SPRING 
FORTH FROM THE IMMOVABLE 
FIRE WITH HER PROTECTOR.” 


A (| TEB 
NO! NOT ΜΚΙΚΟ/ | 
ту DAUGHTER 15 d 
NOTHING! _: 
=> 


THAT LITTLE WENCH IS ALIVE/ 
SHE WANTS TO TAKE THE PLACE 


THAT E RIGHTFULLY MINE/ 
I MUST BE THE LAST HIRUKOTE/ 


MIKIKO MUST 

DIE. NOTHING 
LISTEN CAREFULLY, FOR THESE WORDS MUST REMAIN ONLY MOTHER 
WILL LEAVE MY MOUTH BUT ONCE. AND OF НЕК! NOBU CAN BE THE LAST 
THEY MUST NEVER REACH SHINNOSUKE. PRIESTESS OF HIRUKO. 


М KAIDA IS 
| HERE SO THAT 
THE SACRED 
PROPHECY CAN 
BE FULFILLED. 
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THE ANCIENT SHOGUN EDICT WAS WRITTEN IN THESE 
TERMS: “THE PALACE OF GOLD SHALL REMAIN THE 
HOME OF THE IMMORTAL EMPEROR JINMU TEN'NO 

NO KAMI. OF HIS OWN VOLITION, HE WILL KEEP 
AWAY FROM THE IMPURE GAZE OF MORTALS.” 


TEN THOUSAND SAMURAI STOOD 
GUARD TO MONITOR EVERY ONE OF HIS 
MOVEMENTS, THAT THE POLITICAL POWER 

OF THE SHOGUN MIGHT ENDURE... | 





« AND THUS 
BEGAN THE 
BAKUFU. 































EVEN IF THE "PUDE 2 

EMPEROR нар MANAGED | £ . I AM TOLD 

TO KILL THE SHOGUN, " 4 V YOUR PALACE 16 NOT 

IT WOULD HAVE BEEN IN |- A MADE OF FABRIC AND 
VAIN. ANOTHER WOULD ` LEATHER LACES. 
HAVE ASCENDED ТО у 

POWER, SO THAT THE 
WORLD MIGHT REMAIN = 
IN THE HANDS OF THE I —— — — RN 
MORTALS. 3 





Е "THOUGH ITS A MY PALACE 
Е CALLED BAKUFU, ? CANNOT WITHSTAND 
| THE GOVERNMENT a | А COMPARISON 
AND YET, WHEN TOTEKU | | UNDER THE TENT... / | WITH YOURS. THAT 
FUJIWARA PENETRATED = 
e WOULD BE PUTTING 
THOSE WALLS, AN STRAW AND GOLD 
IRRATIONAL FEAR ТООК SIDE BY SIDE. 
CONTROL OF HIM. а 
































IF ONLY МУ LORD 
JINMU TEN'NO NO 
KAMI WOLLD VISIT 
ME AND SEE FOR 
HIMSELF, 1 WOULD 
BE HONORED 
BEYOND MEASURE. 





My ONLY 
FEAR IS ТНАТ 
YOUR ADORING 
PEOPLE WOULD 
NOT SURVNE 
THE SIGHT OF 
YOUR DIVINE 
MAGNIFICENCE. 
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YOUR WORDS ARE PLEASING 
TO ΤΗΕ EAR... THOUGH WE 
BOTH KNOW THE TRUTH 
ABOUT THE BAKUFU. 























BUT REST ASSURED: EVEN IF I WERE 
FREE TO LEAVE, 1 COULD ACCOMPLISH ; ; THE EMPEROR'S 
d NOW TELL ΜΕ, NO SHOGUN HAS | 
NO MORE THAN ALREADY DO FROM ZEN POWER REMAINS 
WITHIN THESE WALLS. NE E MENORA NOE Ç ALIVE AND MANIFEST 
REAWAKENED MY CURIOSITY | А N THE EYES OF THE 


2 PEOPLE, BUT THEY 
Ol Οἱ Б т 
NEE SUFFER FROM IT. 





| 





THE CYCLICAL 
SUFFERING THAT 
BEFALLS MORTALS 
IS NOTHING NEW. 
WHAT MAKES YOU 
THINK THAT THIS 
TIME, 1 WILL PAY 
HEED TO IT? 








THE CRIMSON PLAGUE 
THREATENS TO DIVIDE AND 
DEVASTATE YOUR LAND. 
IT IS CERTAINLY NOT BY 
LETTING YOUR PEOPLE DIE 
THAT YOUR KINGDOM'S PAST 
GLORY WILL BE RESTORED. 





AS LONG AS 1 AM HERE, THE PAST AND 
THE PRESENT WILL ВЕ BUT ONE/ THE ANCIENT 
ALWAYS RULE, THOUGH MORTALS ONLY REMEMBER 
THAT WHEN IT'S IN THEIR OWN BEST INTEREST/ 





I MUST INFER THAT YOUR 


1 KNOW PERFECTLY WELL ROUNDABOUT SPEECH 6 


WHY YOU'RE HERE. 1 AM GUITE | Ju Р ν 
AWARE ΟΕ ΤΗΕ SITUATION | i / JUST À POLITE WAY ТО TURN 


WITH AKEMI TORIYAMA НМЕ. 


DOWN А TRUCE BETWEEN 
OUR DIFFERENCES. 


AND 1 KNOW THAT 
EVEN THE EXPERT 
HANDS OF THE 
COURT'S DOCTOR, 
KAIZEN MOREBITO, 
HAVE FAILED TO 
HEAL HER. 












IT IS SIMPLE: THE ONLY WAY TO TREAT 
THE CRIMSON PLAGUE IS THROUGH THE DARK ART 
OF THE МККУО. BUT SUCH KNOWLEDGE HAS BEEN 
LOST РОК CENTURIES... 


IN ... UNLESS YOU KNOW A 
PRIESTESS FROM THE ANCIENT 


HIRUKOTE CLAN. 






















I MUST ADMIT THAT T'M 
SURPRISED BY YOUR SUDDEN 
CLEMENCY. BUT WHY SHOULD 
I BELIEVE WHAT YOU SAY? 







YOU SAID IT YOURSELF... IT IS 
CERTAINLY NOT BY ABANDONING THE 
MORTALS AND WATCHING THEIR LINE COME | 
TO AN END THAT MY KINGDOM WILL BE 
RESTORED TO ITS FORMER GLORY. 





21 


TELL ME, 
KURUBOZU, DO 
YOU NAVE NEWS 

ON THE 

SHOGUN? 


лежа ss 


НЕ GAVE МЕ À LETTER FOR YOU. WHEN SHINNOSUKE Lé 

ВЕРОКЕ I ERASED HIS MEMORY WITH 4 KEAD THE WORDS κκ 

ONE OF MY ΡΟΤΙΟΝΘ, НЕ SAID IT | ТНАТ НАР BEEN Le | 

WAS OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE. WRITTEN BY THE very |. J 
HANDS OF TOTEKU Р 


„= 
/ 


FUJIWARA, HE REALIZED 
AT ONCE THAT THINGS Е 
НАР CHANGED. © 


THAT CURSED 
WITCH, SHE HAS SOME 
EXPLANING TO DO/ 


MOTHER! YOU KNOW THE z ) | ON ΤΗΕ CONTRARY/ 
REMEDY FOR THE CRIMSON [ THE SHOGUN HIMSELF 
PLAGUE? WHY HAVE YOU F 2 Ν ASKS THAT YOU USE YOUR 
КЕРТ IT À SECRET?/ | ? — p = KNOWLEDGE OF МККУО ТО 
| g HEAL АКЕМ! TORIYAMA НІМЕ/ 


А REMEDY? YES, 

1 KNOW IT... А КЕМЕРУ 
THAT WORKS... BUT 
THAT IS UNACCEPTABLE. 
UNACCEPTABLE FOR 
THE SHOGUN, MOST 
CERTAINLY. 





MES ы n THE МККУО REMEDY REGUIRES À RARE 
] LA UNACCEPTABLE FOR SUBSTANCE... IT І6 FOUND IN THE BRAINS 
LITTLE ΑΚΕΜΙ.. 
πι SEN На | TOTEKU-GAMA... BUT ? r OF THOSE INFECTED WITH THE PLAGUE. 
Ν THE EYE ОР s] IF THAT 6 HIS WISH... IM Fate Ἔν 
HRUKO. | OF COURSE, IT WLL WHAT DO YOU = 
COST НМ DEARLY. 2 MEAN? SPEAK/ THE PEOPLE FROM THE VILLAGE 
: я OE SUNAGO, YES... YOU MUST 
BRING ME THEIR HEADS, AND 
I WILL NEED MANY OF THEM, MY 
SON... ALL OF THEM, I BELIEVE. 


THIS IS MADNESS/ I WILL NOT ( e EVEN SHOULD FUDO REFUSE... 
SLAUGHTER INNOCENTS BECAUSE OF YOUR S 4 SHINNOSUKE WILL MOST 
ТОХС RAMBLING/ WHEN THE SHOGUN LEARNS S CERTAINLY COMPLY... 
OF THIS, HE TOO WILL OPT FOR N | ` à 


ANOTHER SOLUTION. 


UNACCEPTABLE 


SOLUTION, YES... D 8 e q 
BUT ТНЕ ONLY ONE. E 3 и “EM WOMAN HAS BEEN STRUCK 
e à 5 РАД BY THE CRIMSON PLAGUE. 


A | 


A YOUNG WOMAN 
FOR WHOM YOU ARE 
PREPARED TO GIVE 

YOUR LIFE, MY SON... 


...OR TARNISH 
YOUR SOUL WITH 
INNOCENT BLOOD. 
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MIKIKO. THE VERY | 2 „= R 
Ë THOUGHT THAT HIS SISTER 7 F Я MASTER FUDO, 
MAY HAVE BEEN INFECTED ВУ i £ 2 WE AWAIT ONLY 
ΤΗΕ PLAGUE RENDERED НІМ 1 YOUR ORDER. 
INGANE AND CAPABLE Ч | | 
OF ANYTHING... 


EVEN WALKING E 7 
ALONGSIDE THE RO 


ТӨБЕ YOURE STILL. ZEN SKI THE PLAGUE HAS NEARLY BLINDED PREVALED. 
MERE, OLD ΜΑΝ. b EN ME, BUT 1 RECOGNIZE YOUR Tie WATER HAS 
| ех ХОСЕ. THE DEMONS DIDN'T GET BEEN PURIFIED, 
YOU, НЕН HER... WHAT HAPPENED 
IN THE CAVE? TELL МЕ. 
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THEN I MAY CLOSE MY EYES АТ 
LAST. 1 AM RELIEVED IT IS ALL 
OVER... THE KAMI BROUGHT 

YOU HERE TO SAVE US. 


YES, OLD MAN. THE CRIMSON 
Ñ PLAGUE WILL NO LONGER 
NOW YOUNG { TORMENT THEM. BUT IT WAS 
SHINTARO CAN ) NOT THE KAMI WHO 
FINALLY PLAY WITH BROUGAT US HERE... 
HIS MOTHER AGAIN. : 


- қ S i 7 +. | FROM THAT DAY FORWARD, 
EVERY CHALLENGE FUDO 3 = GHINNOGUKE FELT NO | 
НАР EVER FACED ALWAYS 4 P ” ў DIFFERENT FROM THE 


BEGAN AND ENDED WITH THE ορ ^... EMPERORS SHNOBI. 
STENCH OF DEATH. BUT IT 
WAS DIFFERENT THIS TIME. 


FOR BETWEEN THE 
BEGINNING AND THE 
END, THERE HAP NOT. 
BEEN A SINGLE BATTLE. 
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SHIN-CHAN HASN'T EATEN 
FOR DAYS. KAIDA IS WORRIED. 
IF SHINNOSUKE REMOVED 
HIS MASK, HE COULD-- 


/ NOBU-SAMA HAS NOT SLEPT IN MANY NIGHTS. 
FUE ID MAE NEN ВОТ, THE REMEDY FOR THE CRIMSON PLAGUE MUST ВЕ READY 
i BY NOW... SHNNOSUKE CAN PUT HIS MIND AT EASE. 


INSTEAD, TELL ME 
WHAT MY MOTHER 
THE WITCH IS UP TO. 


WELL, GO 
MAKE SURE! ΘΗ | > / 
WHAT ARE 1 “ «I. JUST HOPE 
YOU WAITING | | WHAT I DID WON'T 
FOR?! ; HAVE BEEN IN VAN. 





SCARLET 
FLOWERS 
WORTHY OF 
A PRINCESS. 


I HAVE 
D MADE MANY 
S поне 

BLOOM... 

YES. 


АКЕМ! НМЕ... NO, T HAVE NO INTEREST IN HER... 
BUT MIKKYO HIRUKOTE MAGIC STILL FLOWS 
POWERFULLY THROUGH MY VEINS... THAT, YES. 


IM NI 


TESTAMENT 
TO YOUR 
TRUST IN WE, 
LORD HIRUKO. 





















MOTHER NOBU, 
SHINNOSUKE HASN'T 
EATEN OR REMOVED 
HIS MASK IN DAYS. 











YOU MUST NOT WORRY ABOUT НМ, MY DEAR. 
OUR MISSION IS SACRED. THE TORMENT 
DEVOURING MY SON WILL DISAPPEAR ONCE 
HIRUKO IS AWAKENED. SOON... YES. 





MOTHER 
NOBU CAN REST 
ASSURED. 


BUT FOR NOW, WE MUST THINK THIS WILL GIVE YOU THE 
OF THE PRESENT. TOMORROW, СНАКСЕ TO FULFILL THE 
YOU WILL TAKE THE REMEDY I'VE 4 LITTLE MISSION 1 GAVE YOU. 
CONCOCTED TO THE TORIYAMAS. à + YOU'LL DO IT, WON'T YOU? 


MKIKO? 
WHERE ARE 
YOU, MIKIKO? 


IT'S NO USE 
HIDING. YOU 
KNOW ти. 
FIND YOU/ 


HEY! | WHAT ARE YOU 
YOU'RE NOT TALKING ABOUT? я M 
НА НА/ SURE IT'S 5 | ІТ6 NOT yOU. 
I KNOW му STUPID 
"E 4 BROTHER'S EYES. 
СА AND THE EYES YOU 
У HAVE ARE NOT HIS. 


SHINNOSUKE/ 
ME/ DON'T YOU 
RECOGNIZE ME? 


THEY'RE 
THE EYES OF 
HRUKO. 


NIGHTMARES AND MEMORIES NOW INTERTWINED IN THE MIND 
OF SHINNOSUKE, CRACKLING LIKE BRANCHES ON FIRE. 
BUT THAT DREAM... THAT DREAM НАР MEANING. 


LITTLE SISTER, WHY 
DON'T YOU RECOGNIZE 
ME? THEY'RE MY EYES, 

NOT THE EYES OF... 





28 


THOUGH HUNCHED OVER AND 
TREMBLING BEHIND HIS MASK, 
SHINNOSUKE WAS STILL TRYING 
TO REBEL AGAINST HER POWER. 


SOMETHING GAVE HIM THE 
STRENGTH ТО RISE AND 
ENTER NOBU'S QUARTERS 
WHILE SHE SLEPT. 


THE EYE 
OF HRUKO. 


A PLACE THAT А 
RELENTLESSLY HE WOULD NEVER 
PULLED HIM IN... COME BACK. 


THE FIRST TIME HE HAD 
TOUCHED THE ARTIFACT 
STOLEN FROM THE SHINOBI, 
НЕ HAD FELT ITS POWER. 


| BOTTOMLESS 





FORGNE МУ CANDOP, NOBLE 
ARNORI, BUT THS PLAGUE 
HAS ONLY втвиск BENGS | MALE YOUR DAUGNTER 


ДО PATRICE) Ше SEEMS ТО ВЕ THE ONE 
ROM THE LOWER CLASSES. EXCEPTION, SOME MIGHT 


PLAGUE NO LONGER 
DIFFERENTIATES BETWEEN 
THE NOBILITY AND THOSE 
FROM LOWLY EXTRACTION. 















MY POOR LITTLE 
АКЕМ... ТМ AFRAID 
SHE SUFFERS FROM 

MORE THAN JUST THE 

CRIMSON PLAGUE. 






АКЕМ! DOES NOT 
SEEM ТО BE HEALING, 
NOBLE ARINORI, AND 







CAN SUCH À 
















ку күү WE HAVE NO NEWS 
BEAR SUCH À Е e 
RESPONSIBILITY? FROM THE SHOGUN. 


=== τε 


À DANGEROUS KAIZEN-SAN, 2 KNOW YOU DONT SHARE MY VIEWS AND 
SIMILARITY WITH YOUR THAT YOU ARE ASTONISHED BY THE WAY I TREAT THE YOUNG 
POLITICAL VIEWS. | НМА WHOM YOU HOLD RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEATH OF YOUR 
SON МОКА. BUT THE SHOGUN ORDERED YOU ТО ENTRUST 


ТО ME AND I KNOW YO! О HIM. 
HER Е AND I YOU ARE ENTIRELY LOYAL ТО HIM. I WOULDN'T BE 


HERE IF I WEREN'T. 


YOU CAN UNDERSTAND, THEREFORE, WHY MY | 
DAUGHTER'S DISEASE MUST REMAIN A SECRET, А SHINOBI SPY/ 
AT LEAST UNTIL ALL THIS IS OVER. 4 GUARDS! 


WISE WORDS, 
TORIYAMA-SAMA, 
WISE WORDS. 
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KAIZEN MOREBITO-SAMA, YOU 
CAN'T TELL YOUR FRIENDS FROM 
YOUR ENEMIES? HOW SAD. 


YOU'RE FROM THE DOKUTSU CLAN? THEN...IT MUST 
BE THE REMEDY FOR MY DAUGHTER/ THE SHOGUN 
SUCCEEDED IN OBTAINING THE EMPEROR'S MERCY/ 


ч 


GIVE HER WHAT SHE ASKS FOR, BUT KEEP АМ 
EYE ON HER. TONIGHT, MOREBITO-SAN WILL GIVE 
АКЕМ! THE REMEDY. IF IT WORKS, SHE'LL BE FREE 

TO RETURN TO НЕК CLAN TOMORROW. 


AH/ SUCH ΕΧΕΙΤΕΜΕΝΤ/ KAIDA 
ONLY WANTED TO DELIVER 
А GIFT FROM ΤΗΕ SHOGUN, 
BUT IF YOU DON'T WANT IT, 
SHE CAN ALWAYS RETURN 
TO THE DOKUTSU DOJO. 


НА HA/ SUCH INTUITION, 
ΤΟΕΙΥΑΜΑ-ΘΑΜΑ/ BUT КАРА 
WOULD BE THRILLED TO SEE 
А WARM FUTON INSTEAD OF 
THESE KATANAS. IT HAS BEEN N | 

А LONG JOURNEY. W 


KAIDA THANKS YOU 
KINDLY, ARINORI-SAMA. 
HERE IS THE-- 





NĪ 
WHO ΑΕΕ YOU REALLY?! 
WHO HAVE YOU BROUGHT 
INTO MY HOME? 
WE'RE UNDER 
АТТАСК/ 


IT WASNT КАРА. 
PERHAPS IT'S... NO, 
THAT'S IMPOSSIBLE. 


ме 
WHY MUST 
EVERYTHING 
"| ALWAYS BE SO 
| COMPLICATED? 


| κ. MOREBITO-SAN, 
` САТСИ THAT T. d 4 
DAMNED ММА? WELL GO Í YOU'D BEST LEAVE. |, 


I COULD NEVER AND YOU... 
SEE ABOUT THE FIRE! FORGIVE MYSELF IF PREPARE FOR h 


ANYTHING WERE TO тне мокет. 
HAPPEN TO YOU. IF THEY'RE 
Е SHINOBI, IT 
WON'T BE 
EASY TO 


FIGHT BACK. 


LET'S GO! 
HURRY? 
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“T SAW MIKIKO THROUGH 
THE EYE OF HIRUKO. 
I KNOW SHE'S HERE! 


“SHE'S ALIVE AND 
NO CRIMSON WOUND 
KAVAGES HER BODY. 


THEIR LIE LED ΜΕ 
TO EXTERMINATE THE 
VILLAGE OF SUNAGO. 


“LEST THEY 
THINK T WILL 
STOP THERE. 


"MY MOTHER DECEIVED ΜΕ! THEY ALL 
DECEIVED ME/ BUT I CAN STILL COUNT ON 
MY OLD FRIENDS. THOUGH THE DOKUTSU 

DOJO DEEPLY CHANGED THEIR SOULS, 

THEY ARE STILL LOYAL TO ME. 


IN ORDER TO FREE 
MIKIKO, WE MUST 
LEAVE NOTHING AND 
NO ONE BEHIND... THE 
SLIGHTEST TRAIL 
COULD LEAD THEM 
TO HER. THE ENTIRE 
TORIYAMA CLAN MUST 
BE ANNIHILATED. 


TODAY, WE WILL 
BE TOGETHER 
AT LAST. 





Z SEE THEM? Г SEE 
THEM THROUGH 
THE SMOKE! 


QUICKLY/ 
THE FLAMES 
WILL SOON 

REACH AKEMI'S 
QUARTERS/ 








BY ITTOKU/ IT... IT MUST BE 
WHO COULD BE THE SHINOBV 
BEHIND THIS? | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


|| THEY'RE... THEY'RE 
| KILLING EVERYONE... 
EVEN THE SERVANTS/ 





WH...WHAT? І DONT | 
I WANT ТО UNDERSTAND... 
SI KNOW WHERE YOU'RE 
HOLDING НЕК САРТМЕ/ 
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|7 МА FEW MINUTES, IT WILL ALL ВЕ OVER, | E a | > BUT., SHE 6 NOT 
S TAKES CARE ОР 
MY DAUGHTER... 


ML...MIKIKO? 
À ALL THIS FOR 
|| THE YOUNG HININ? 


he 


ΤΉ. RETURN 
АТ ONCE... WITH 
MY SISTER. 


FINISH THE JOB AND 
DISMEMBER THE BODIES. 
IT MUST LOOK AS THOUGH 
THE SHINOBI DID THIS. 





AAH? 
THE FLAMES 
ARE GETTING 
CLOSER! 


B м... MIKIKO-SAN... 
WHAT'S GONG B 
ON?! ГМ SCARED/ e 


y PRINCESS AKEMI, DO 
5 A NOT WORRY. SOMEONE WILL ri 


EY COME TO YOUR AD SOON. 4 
zum > ж — 
A Р i 4 < » 7 


ss 


ООН... NOTHING BUT 
YOUNG LADIES. CAN THEY 
TRULY BE THIS FRIGHTENED 
BY À FEW LITTLE FLAMES? 
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WHO... WHO 
ARE YOU? DID... 
DID YOU START 

THE FIRE? 


*SIGH* MORE 


ACCUSATIONS? Ё 
"e JUST LIKE HER оо. ШЕ 
ACTUALLY, KADA 
CAME TO BRING 
` "x THE PRECIOUS 
ЕСУ à 
X 


REMEDY РОК 
YOUR ALMENT, 


"S NOBLE АКЕМ! Hi 
& 


KAIDA IS HERE 
TO SAVE THE 
FUTURE МРЕ OF 
THE SHOGUN. 


BUT... THE FLAMES ARE EVERYWHERE. 


HOW WILL YOU GET US OUT OF 
HERE? WE'RE ALL GONG ΤΟ DEI 


YOU MUSTN'T FEAR FIRE, FIRE IS BUT 
NOBLE AKEMI. VIEW IT AS THE BROTHER 
А SYMBOL OF REBIRTH. OF DEATH. 


4 BEFORE HS 
SISTER SEES 
HIM HERE. 
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BUT HE CARED NOT. 
HIS SOUL COULD BURN 
ALL IT WANTED. 


HIS ONLY HOPE WAS 
THAT А TINY PART OF 
HIS HEART REMAINED... 


INEXORABLY, IT 
REDUCED ALL THAT 
ΕΕΜΑΙΝΕΡ OF НМ 
TO ASHES. 


— THAT MIKIKO MIGHT 
KECOGNIZE HER 
BELOVED BROTHER. 





NO, NO, КО! 
NOT THIS/ 
NOT НЕК! 


NOOO/ 


THIS 15 NOT 


THIS WILL 
BRING NOTHING 
BUT TROUBLE. 


MIKIKO... 

I WILL ALWAYS 
РКОТЕСТ YOU... 
I WILL BECOME 
AN INVINCIBLE 
SAMURAI/ 


WHAT... 
HAVE 
I DONE 
TO YOU? 


IN THAT MOMENT, THE 
LAST REMAINING PART OF 
SHINNOSUKE'S HEART 
TURNED TO ASHES AS WELL... 


„AND THE 
FLAMES OF 
FUPO BEGAN 
TO SPREAD. 


SHINNOSUKE'S 
FAULT/ YOU ARE 
THE ONES WHO 
MADE HIM THIS 

War! = 


DAMNED? 
MAY YOU ALL 
BE DAMNED! 





гиш. SLAUGHTER Ñ j ; | : KAIDA? STEP 
YOU ALL LIKE DOGS! "S SG | AWAY FROM HER! 
LIKE BASTARDS! ἊΝ M кою 


| 


MY FACE! WHY 
DID YOU ΡΟ 
THAT?! 
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МО? STOP 
CALLING ME 





Wa a 
S 


HIS HOPES, 

AIS PASSIONS, HIS 
WEAKNESSES ARE NOW 
BUT ASHES/ ALL 
THAT REMAINS 


MASTER FUDO... КАРА IS 
ON YOUR SIDE/ THE BAKUFU 
WILL BE PRESERVED... THE 
SHOGUN'S FUTURE BRIDE MUST 
BE PROTECTED AT ALL COSTS/ 
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MEANWAILE, THE FIRE 
CARRIED ON ITS WORK 
OF DESTRUCTION. 


КАША MYSTERIOUS 
PLANS НАР ТАКЕМ 
А PIVOTAL TURN. 


SHINNOSUKE LAID 
THERE WATCHING ΤΗΕ 
FLAMES РАМСЕ. 


THAT, КАСА DID 
NOT EXPECT... NOT 
SO QUICKLY. 


BUT IT WOULD BE PONTLESS 
TO EXPLAIN RIGHT NOW. MASTER 
FUDO WOULDN'T LISTEN. 


SHE WALKED HASTILY AWAY 
FROM THAT HELL, PONDERING 
WHAT SHE MUST DO NEXT. 


THEIR VOLUPTUOUS WREATHS CARRIED INTO 
OBLIVION THE REMAINS OF INNOCENT YOUNG MIKIKO. 
NOT THE SLIGHTEST TRACE OF HER WOULD REMAIN. 


IT WAS A DANCE THAT HAD 
BEGUN MANY YEARS AGO. 
THE FIRST DAY HE PLACED 
THE MASK UPON HIS FACE. 
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FUDO'S MASK НАР SEPARATED 
SHINNOSUKE AND MIKIKO IN LIFE, 
BUT IN DEATH, IT WAS ALL THAT 
REMAINED OF THEIR BOND. 















NEVER AGAIN 





CAUGAT IN 











WOULD HE FEEL THE TRAP 
HER TENDER OF HS 
NEVER AGAIN TOUCH. OWN MASK. 


WOULD HE HEAR 
HER LILTING VOICE. 





“HE THUS 
WENT ТО #8 
SWEET KIME 

AND TOLD HER 

EVERYTHING. 





“pO WHAT YOU 
WILL WITH ME, HAVE 
MY НЕАР CUT OFF. 
ТАМ NOT WORTHY 
OF YOUR LOVE 
KOTARO 
TOLD HER. 
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A FACE THAT 
SCREAMED FOR 
REVENGE. 


"AND THE FEATURES OF THAT 
ARTIFICIAL FACE НАР BECOME HIS. 







"KOTARO NO 
LONGER WANTED 
TO LIE TO THE 
WOMAN HE LOVED 
MORE THAN 
HMSELF. 










/ 
V “ΚΙ 







































“KIME REPLIED ТО 
HIM WITH INFINITE 
TENDERNESS: MY LOVE 
WAS NEVER VOWED TO 
THE MERE FEATURES 
OF A FACE, BUT TO 
ΤΗΕ МАМ I'VE GROWN 
TO KNOW THROUGH 
HIS ACTS OF KINDNESS 
AND GENEROSITY. 


“LET ME NOW SEE THE 
REAL FACE OF THE MAN 
I LOVE MORE THAN MY 
OWN LIFE. FEAR NOT, AND 
REMOVE YOUR MASK." 





UNBELIEVABLE/ 
SO KOTARO'S 
FACE HAS ALSO 
TRANSFORMED, 
JUST LIKE HIS 
SOUL. IN THE 
END, THE BANDIT 
DISAPPEARED 
ENTIRELY. 












> 


E етер 


ТЕТЕ DONT GET UPSET, 
OLD MAN, I WAS 

EVER SAID IT WAS JUST KIDDNG. 

A TRUE STORY? 


NEXT TIME YOU WANT ENTERTAINMENT, 
INSTEAD OF ASKING ME, JUST GIVE 
YOURSELF A GOOD PUNCH IN THE HEAD. 


"BUT... MY LOVE, CAN 
YOU NOT SEE? І HAVE 
ALREADY REMOVED ΙΤ... 
THIS 18 MY TRUE FACE,' 


KOTARO REPLIED, HIS 
EYES SHINING WITH JOY. 





OH, STOP! 
HOW I6 THAT 
POSSIBLE? THOSE 
y THNGS DONT 
] HAPPEN IN REAL LIFE/ 


pu 


падане”! 
> 


YEP... THE 
CLEAR SKIES ARE 
| PACK. THE кам 
HAVE CALMED 
DOWN AT LAST. 


LOOKS LIKE 
IT'S GONG TO 


BE À BEAUTIFUL 
DAY FOR THE 

d snocuxs wers | 
TOMORROW. 


HEY, LOOK/ 
IT STOPPED 


(| KAINING. 
ax! 
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Ж 7 5 еее” Z 3 ' F. 4 (Ré 
A r 7 £ 
WHAT 16 WITH MASTER FUDO? а } PERHAPS... 2 | ШЛУ 
HE COULD HAVE KILLED КАРА итн ШЕН μπα HE STILL HARBORS p Se Gd 
НЕ FIRST STRIKE... WAY HAS HE | j SOME FEELNGS FOR А i S 
NOT DONE SO YET? | EN TAS WLD ст? e A Ñ 
ў Ж = À 2 
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IF EVER THERE WAS À BOND 1 KS THAT NIGHT, YOU TOLD МЕ SO THAT IS WHAT 
BETWEEN US, IT BURNED V Ņ АКЕМ! HIME HAD TO BE PROTECTED TORMENTS MASTER FUDO. 
N THE TORIYAMA FIRE. AT ALL COSTS IN ORDER TO НЕ FEELS GUILTY... 
4 PRESERVE THE BAKUFU/ ` 


AT ALL COSTS/ 
EVEN AT THE COST 
OF MY SISTER 
MKIKO'S ASHES/ 


À BUT NOT 
AS GUILTY 
AS KADA. 





КАРА... SAW... MIKIKO...AS THE 
FLAMES ENGULFED HER. SHE WILL 
NEVER FORGIVE HERSELF FOR NOT 
WH... WHAT | SAVING HER...FOR SHIN-CHAN. 
HAVE YOU f 
DONE? 
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YOU... YOU DIDN'T I СТ WANTED 
СОМЕ TO STOP ME FROM Ж L БАр SS 
KILLING THE SHOGUN. / 
WHY, THEN? TELL ME. 


ONE LAST NIGHT OF 
TENDERNESS... WITH 
SHINNOSUKE... 






-BEFORE EVERYTHING 
16 CONSUMED IN THE 
FLAMES OF FUDO. 





